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of Norfolk. She was introduced to Henry VIII at the house of
Bishop Gardiner. There and at Lambeth House she met him
frequently in the late spring of 1540. With knowledge and skill
Norfolk guided Catherine through Henry's courtship, using her
as an instrument to hasten Henry in procuring his divorce from
Anne and in discarding Cromwell.
Henry VIII was delighted with this beautiful and coy Howard
maiden. The exact date of his marriage to her, which was cele-
brated privately, is unknown. July 21 is the date given by some.
Perhaps this is exact, for on that day Henry VIII made a grant
of apparel to Surrey,12 who was again made cousin to the King
by marriage. Whatever the date of the ceremony, the marriage
of Henry VIII to Catherine Howard was announced 8 August,
1540. On that date she was "shewed openly as Quene at
Hampton Court."13
The blood of the Howards was, in the eyes of the people, the
noblest in England.
[The Howards] were a branch of the Plantagenet tree, and men
thought of them as of something separate from the mass of sub-
jects, even the greatest. In a fashion the Howards were senior to
the Tudors; for though the Tudors had confirmed themselves also
by a Plantagenet marriage, yet they were of very base blood.14
Henry VIII's choice of his fifth consort was looked upon with
approval by all but the ardent supporters of the Reformation
Party.
A Howard being Queen of England made the Howards
again the first family in England in fact, as well as in name.
And Henry VIII's frequent expressions of the satisfaction he
found in his new queen made it appear that the Howards would
retain this position.
v. The reviving fortunes of the House of Howard brought to
the Earl of Surrey greater and greater distinctions. In the
spring of 1541 he was dubbed knight.15 Shortly afterwards the
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